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According to reliable accounts of travellers who are familiar
with that part of the world, there arc spots which are known to
be densely populated but where one fails to sec a single vestige of
human habitation until the first rays of light tell of the coming of
another day. Then, like so many rabbits who swarm out of their

THE GRAND CANAL IN CHINA

holes to enjoy die sun, those men, women, and children begin their
endless tasks of gathering food until eventide, when they disappear
once more into die bowels of the earth.
Having occupied the mountains, the Chinese then spread east-
ward. The turbulent Hwang-Ho carried millions of tons of
mountain loess into the plains and thereby fertilized them until
they were able to support further millions of human beings. The
Chinese followed in the wake of the river, and twenty centuries
before the beginning of our era (1500 years before the founding